A New Year

	This year is looking up for Social Justice at UUCCH.  Long-time Social Justice Chair, Rohn Hein, has joined our Board of Trustees.  Newly called minister, Manish Mishra, has made it clear that social justice is a main priority for him.  In discussing worship, he revealed during candidating week, his intention to spend one Sunday a month on social justice issues.  The Social Justice Committee is ready and raring to go, and, with Rohn’s elevation to the board, I’ve been asked to follow up at the new Social Justice Chair.  These are big shoes to step into.  I’ll try my best.
	For years, Social Justice has been alive and well at UUCCH, providing a forum through which members of our church can nurture and express the passions that they have.  And what a record we have, fostering so many projects through our Social Justice model:  Bookmates, food banks, Hopeworks, environmental justice, Transylvania, Anti-War, Laning Square, South Jersey Coalition, New Jersey Legislative Ministry, COW, LGBT  and marriage equality, Camden Task Force, just to name a few of the individual projects, which have sprung up, in an environment spurred by our Social Justice Committee, capturing the passions that brew in the community that we have. Now, it’s time to focus.  It’s time for us as a church, to look at what we have done, find projects of common interest that stimulate the hearts of all of our members, and devote ourselves as a religious institution to causes that resonate with our membership as a whole.  We are a presence in South Jersey, our members are committed, our leadership is strong, We need to have more of us involved.
	What’s your passion?  Are you doing things we don’t even know about, on your own, separate from the church, perhaps with other community groups?  Do those passions fit with the projects we already have?  Will those passions lead to new directions?  Do you have time for what we’re already doing?  And what are the projects, which are the causes, where you think we can make a difference, and make our mark in the world in which we live?
	This is our time to lead.  We are privileged suburban folks living in a world with so much to be done.  This is your church, and this is our time.  Please join us to make a difference.
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