Social Justice Committee

With so much to do, the Social Justice Committee rolled up its sleeves and began addressing, in its September meeting, the many issues we plan to deal with in the coming year.  With 11 congregants, sitting around the table (don’t worry, we have a seat for you, if you want to join), the committee opened, following the mantra – focus and focus some more – and put our efforts together to collectively make strides for the common good.  For the September meeting – Marriage Equality and Anti-War/Peace.  In October – Women’s Rights and Health Care.  Soon to be featured – feeding those in need, by expanding our role in the local food bank.  That said, let’s talk turkey about what we need to do now.  These causes all matter, but one is quite pressing, on a statewide level – Marriage Equality.  It is likely that the legislature will vote, this year, on a Marriage Equality bill.  It is unlikely they will do it next year, if it does not pass now.  

We are a Welcoming Congregation.  We currently have a lot of gay/lesbian couples (ten by my count), in our congregation, in pre-nuptial bliss.  Yet, the State of New Jersey won’t give them the license.  That’s simply not fair.

I’m sure most of you agree with my point.  Now, the hard part, what are we going to do?  Do we simply offer our blessings?  Do we speak up to each other?  Growl and complain saying “There oughta be a law?”  Well, there could be a law, and it could be passed by the end of this year.  Let’s do our part.

Over the next few months, you will be prodded by the Social Justice Committee to turn your feelings into action.  We will give you choices, things you can do, which could possibly tip the balance toward a favorable vote:  Donate one evening – volunteer for the Garden State Equality phone bank.  Write a letter to your local legislators (We’ll provide the paper, pen and stamps).  Join the rapid response team, ready to participate in counter demonstrations to the conservative, religious right, and ready to go to Trenton, sitting in the galleries and holding signs, on the days of the crucial Senate and Assembly votes.

Please note, we did not forget those other important issues.  We just need to act now, for the Marriage Equality bill.  We still sponsored two Anti-War/Peace activities in September, and want to know, from you, where to take it now.  Is this your passion?  Do you want to get involved?  Contact Karen Lawrence or Joy Wood, if you want to do more.  Health Care and Women’s Rights are on the top of the agenda for October’s Social Justice Committee Meeting.  As I said, we’ve got a chair reserved for you.  We’ll see you on Tuesday, October 13, 7:15, in the Horsch Room
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