News from Social Justice

Marriage Equality! Women’s Rights! Health Care Reform! Feeding those in need!  These are some of the issues that were discussed at the October meeting of the Social Justice Committee.


Marriage equality is our top fall priority, and we are deeply grateful to the many church members who have stepped forward and rallied behind this cause.  The vote is coming soon, and it’s going to be close, so we have to stay vigilant, we can’t let down.    We asked that everyone sign up for the legislative brigade, a list of members who will be called before the days of the crucial votes.  Even if you’re not sure you can go, please sign up by contacting Nina Scarpa (Nina_Scarpa@verizon.net) today.  If you missed the phone bank, there will be other days for you to help out.  And please, take a moment to write a personal (handwritten) letter to your senator and assemblyperson.  It won’t even cost a stamp.  We’ll hand deliver it for you.

The other urgent social justice issue is Health Care Reform.   Things will come to a head by the end of this year, and Social Justice urges you to let your legislators know how you feel.  We’re a diverse group, so act on your conscience and personal beliefs.  But, for your information, both the UU New Jersey Legislative Ministry and the UUA (consistently since 1978), have endorsed, as a moral imperative, meaningful health care reform. We will be sending out email reminders to contact your representatives, at critical stages in the process.

Woman’s rights, both local and global, is another issue of social justice concern.  Under Renee Jones’ leadership, we are looking to forge a partnership with Womyn and Religion to notch up our congregational awareness on this vital and poignant issue.  Stay tuned for more information on our efforts (better yet, come to our meetings and join in our efforts).


Helping those in need is another church priority, and social justice has several specific projects in mind.  In coordination with Rev Mishra’s sermon that day, we are asking you to bring food donations to church on Sunday, November 22.  We have a coat drive planned for the AIDS coalition.  Bring your old coats to church no later than November 4.  We have two IHOC days, December 8 and 9, to feed homeless men.  Contact Sue Camlin (scamlin1@comcast.net) or Linda Delany (gemini0651@yahoo.com).  Finally, our Camden Kids drive is on.  This year, we plan to donate gifts to 85 Camden city school children.  The gifts, this year  will be a book with a matching stuffed animal.  You can purchase these in the Commons starting November 22 for only $20.00.  We will then deliver 85 sets of books and characters to the PreK and Kinders of Cramer School in Camden for the UUCCH.  
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