News from Social Justice
By the time this article comes out, we should know whether the New Jersey State Legislature voted to ensure that all citizens have an equal right to get married.  By press deadline, we knew that the Senate Judiciary Committee passed on to the full Senate, a Marriage Equality bill.  UUCCH participated in this historic event by sending approximately 20 members, including Rev. Mishra, to Trenton, to join over 1000 supporters of Marriage Equality, at this historic hearing.  The Social Justice committee is proud of and awed by the congregational response to its call for support.  Our members have volunteered for the Garden State Equality phone bank; our Board of Trustees passed a resolution in support; our minister has made several powerful, public statements; congregants have sent letters; congregants have called legislators; we’ve talked with our friends; we’ve stood up for our beliefs; we’ve shown the world what it means to be a UU.  For years, we have been told, by our religious leaders, that our faith calls for putting our beliefs into action.  There’s no doubt, we did it this time.  Thank you.

At the last Social Justice meeting, the committee decided that we would take further steps to now address the issue of Transgender justice.  Our Welcoming Resolution, approved in 1995, pertained to lesbians and gays, not other groups marginalized by their sexual identities and preferences.  Our Marriage Equality efforts and our call to a minister who is gay, only cap a commitment, we made fourteen years ago.  We certainly have some transgendered friends and members.  But have we made it clear to the transgendered community at large, that we want you here?  The Social Justice Committee will take a serious look at ourselves, to make sure, that our spiritual home is inviting to all.
The Social Justice Committee notes a number of specifically successful projects.  We recommitted ourselves to IHOC, an interfaith program, to support the homeless, by spending two evening providing food and enjoying conversation with some homeless men.  Our sale of gifts for Camden Kids proved a rousing success, so that 85 inner city kids can receive two extra Christmas gifts.  Noting the urgent need for food for the residents of our community, the Social Justice Committee donated $1000 from its restricted funds, to the Cherry Hill Food Pantry.

Other items raised at our recent Social Justice Committee meeting included:  The January 31 service (please join us in celebrating the spiritual nature of our social justice actions, and help us shape the work we do, in the future as well as now), our piece of the website (we will improve our use of this valuable tool), the Health Care debate (particularly as a Women’s Issue, with reproductive rights getting negotiated away), and our group postcard to President Obama (sharing our hopes for Peace on Earth).
These are difficult but exciting times, and your Social Justice Committee wants to lead us in action.  We also want to know, from you, what you think matters most.  Please contact us with your ideas.  Better yet, come to our next meeting, January 12, 2009, 7:15 pm, in the Horsch Room.  By the way, our meetings do start and stop on time.
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