News from Social Justice
Disaster in Haiti!  We have all been touched and horrified by the earthquake in Haiti.  Reminiscent of Katrina, it awes us as we try to comprehend the power of nature and the fragility of life, our place in the world community, and the interdependent web of all existence.  The Social Justice Committee sought a congregational response.  Our Board of Trustees rallied by dedicating our January 17 offering to Haitian relief.  We collected $4730, which was sent to UUSC, along with an additional $500 contribution from Social Justice funds.
January 17 was also our scheduled Social Justice Committee Service; which we entitled “Social Justice as Spiritual Journey.”  We emphasized how action leads to change, not just for those we help, but for us helpers as well.  We noted that Social Justice is not just a committee in the church, but, in many ways, the church itself.  We invited everyone to participate, offering support for the passions you have.  To read the sermon, go to the Social Justice page of our church’s website, www.uucch.org/social-justice.
Although saddened by the outcome of the Marriage Equality bill, the Social Justice Committee is touched by the congregational response.  Dozens came forward to support our friends, who have been denied the right to wed.  Between letters to legislators, volunteer phone bank time, and the presence in Trenton of our legislative brigade, UUCCH members showed courage in standing up to bigotry and oppression. We know the fight will go on, and will stay posted to what Garden State Equality says and does.
Despite our disappointment, the Social Justice Committee is moving forward with the other priorities we have. Social Justice is committed to women’s rights as well, and is currently working on developing a specific plan.  Stayed tuned as we, as we coordinate our efforts with other church groups (Womyn and Religion in particular), to establish an agenda and seek your support.  Transgender rights are quite important too, ones that have been overlooked, while embedded in the notion of LGBT.  We are seeking guidance from UUA, and from transgendered ministers, about how to proceed.  We may plan a summer service that covers transgender issues.  We will make sure that in November, we participate in the nationwide commemoration, The Day of Remembrance, heightening awareness of how much violence our transgendered friends have endured.
We are excited by the development of a Social Justice website team, and are currently updating the social justice section of our UUCCH website.  We will write up-to-date descriptions of all that we do, provide breaking news of social justice activities (e.g., our response to the Haitian disaster), and offer links to the websites of other religious and community organizations.  Please visit the site.  Although our work has just begun, we seek your suggestions about what should be there (perhaps, you can take ownership of a particular webpage).  Who knows?  You may have a passion we have not yet addressed.  This could be the place to further your cause, and make your passion know.

We have some other dates to remember.  The Transylvania Dinner is on February 6.  The Cherry Hill Food Pantry needs more funds. They have a fundraiser being planned for April 17.  The Social Justice Committee has been authorized to conduct six split plate collections this year.  We will dedicate our February collection to the food pantry.  You should also know that we are active members of both the South Jersey Regional Coalition and the UU Legislative Ministry.  Two important meetings are coming up (the Regional Coalition on January 24, the Legislative Ministry on January 30). Please contact Rohn Hein, rohnh@netzero.com, with your interest.
Our next Social Justice Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, February 9, in the Horsch Room, at 7:15 pm.  See you there.
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