News from Social Justice
In its most widely attended meeting of the year (12 people at the table), the Social Justice Committee tackled a wide range of issues – women’s rights, Marriage Equality, service projects, affordable housing, peace activities, Habitat for Humanity, transgender issues, and our upcoming January service – following the extremely un-UU principle of ending the meeting on time.  It’s true:  It you choose to join us, second Tuesday of every month at 7:15 pm in the Horsch Room, you’ll be home in time for Jay Leno, the Good Wife, or any other personal pursuits we’re not permitted to print.  
Here is an update of the challenges ahead:

1.  Marriage Equality remains our top priority. Continue to send handwritten letters to your Senators and Assemblypersons.  Our spirits are up, although the opposition is strong.  As a congregation, we’ve done a bang up job, mobilizing our energies, contributing to this cause, and the Social Justice Committee appreciates what everyone has done.  We must be vigilant up to the end.  
2.  Holiday “Gifts for Pre K & K Kids in Camden’s Cramer School” are here again.  They will be on sale in the Commons beginning 11/22 and every Sunday until the last day, December 13.  We are making your gift giving easy this season by providing pre-packaged books with animals to match at $20.00 each.

3.  Don’t forget to add President Obama and your Congressional representatives to your holiday card list this year.    The Social Justice Committee will be providing (designed by the artistic Joy Wood) cards asking for peace on earth on 12/6 & 13 at Coffee Hour.  Come sign a holiday card at our table for “Peace on Earth” and we will gladly send them for you.

As you can see, we do a lot during the Holiday Season.  The coat drive was successfully completed.  We still have: 1. IHOC (December 8 and 9);  2.  The Food Pantry.  3.  Transylvania calendars (buy several and give them as gifts); 4.  Habitat for Humanity (there are lots of things to do even if you can’t wield a hammer). Look for details about how you can get involved in each of these on the SJ Board. 

The Social Justice Committee also took note of the affordable housing issue in New Jersey.  For years, we have been active with the New Jersey Regional Coalition fighting for this cause.  We’ve had success.  Now, with a new administration in Trenton, it is clear that the work must go on.  The Social Justice Committee is sponsoring five representatives from the church to attend NJRC’s fundraising dinner.  More will be coming.

Women’s rights is a relatively new topic for the Social Justice Committee.  We expect it to be an ongoing project.  We invite you to join us to define our goals and translate them into specific actions. We hope to work along with other church committees in pursuing this issue. 

But the big question is not just what we do for Christmas, what we do for COW, but what will we do for the rest of the year?  Those decisions will be made right after the New Year.  We are open to suggestions.  Do you have a favorite project, something you’ve been doing on your own time, not known to the church?  Come to our meeting and let us know.  Our wish for the New Year is that your passion can become ours as well.

Ken Goldberg

For Social Justice 
