News from Social Justice
At our March 9 meeting of the Social Justice Committee, we made a decision to establish Violence against Women as the primary focus of our women’s issues agenda.  A broad category, the topic considers violence as an issue, locally, nationally, and internationally.  It’s a complicated problem that sometimes creates schisms between our deeply felt respect for people of different cultures, customs, and beliefs, with some of those practices also including brutality toward women, under the general heading of specific socially, culturally, and religiously based norms.  We will address these issues through a special service, sponsored by Social Justice, during the summer.  In the meantime, the Social Justice Committee will work in alliance with and offer support to Womyn and Religion in plan to support the Woodbury Shelter.  We will also be embarking on a micro financing plan, aimed at helping women, in different parts of the world, support themselves through the businesses they own.  We intend to devote the David Kalkstein funds (donated in the name of this tireless activist who had belonged to our church), to this effort, under a congregation-wide plan.

Transgender awareness and rights constitutes another major area of social justice concern.  This year, we will have two services devoted to this issue, one lay led by the Social Justice Committee, during the summer, and one during the year, with a sermon by Rev. Mishra, timed to immediately precede the Day of Remembrance.  Did you know that transgendered people are among the most vulnerable and at risk minority groups there are?  The Day of Remembrance is an annual event used to remind us of this sad truth.  UU churches throughout the country, currently participate in this event.  This year, under the sponsorship of the Social Justice Committee, we will do so as well.

As you know, we are a welcoming community, and, it is quite apparent, that our efforts to engage the gay/lesbian community have shown outstanding success. The Social Justice Committee remains proud of the efforts shown congregation wide, last year, in support of marriage equality.  This is an ongoing project and one we will continue to support when called upon, and when we can. Yet, it is also true that, although we welcome transgendered folks, they do not come in great numbers, and don’t always feel as safe and as accepted as we would like.  In that vein, the Social Justice Committee, is currently working to organize UU churches throughout JPD to sponsor and service a table, in June this year, at the annual Trans-Health Fair, run by the Mazzoni Center.  This is an excellent opportunity to make a statement that we are truly welcoming to all seeking a community.  Further, it gives us as chance, as a denomination, not just one church, to make this statement to the region and the world.

We continue to work on updating our website, posting social justice news as it comes along.  Visit the Social Justice page and read the minutes of the meetings we hold, and look for calls for action, and breaking news as well.  Further, we are putting together a plan to develop a church wide calendar of social justice events.  Please, let us know (Linda Delaney in particular (gemini0651@yahoo.com), of any items or activities you know are coming up.  We see this as a long term project, with the goal of establishing a congregation wide habit of posting, and looking for, in one place, the projects that will be soon coming up. Through this vehicle, we may be able to extend one time COW projects into ongoing ventures. And if you, separate from the church, are actively engaged in some worthy project or cause, let us know.  If we post it, people will know about, and this will generate more volunteers.  And let us link (and possibly cross-link) your project’s website to our Social Justice page.

We are continuing to stand up for affordable housing through our connection to the South Jersey Regional Coalition. Rohn Hein, a current board member and our former Social Justice chair, has been a long term advocate for justice in this realm.  Recently, the political tides have moved against fair housing.  Rohn will explain this to you further, in a summer service, he expects to lead.

We recently had a successful 48th annual International Dinner, largely due to the energy and dedication of Sue Camlin.  Sue is also orchestrating a visit to our church by the minister from our partner Transylvania Church.  She needs help.  Please contact her if you can play a part, in entertaining our guests, when they arrive.  Sue has also been a bulldog leading our congregation in our vital effort to feed the hungry through the Cherry Hill Food Pantry, which the Social Justice Committee further supported by designating the March 21 service for a split plate collection with half the proceeds for the food pantry.
Finally, we continue to seek input from you.  Right now, we are putting together a plan to have two focus groups, open meetings, in which we will survey the congregation on its social justice passions and ideas.  As I said in my sermon at the January Social Justice Service, we operate on what can be called a Democracy of Passions.  These meetings will give you a chance to cast your passionate vote in with the Social Justice agenda.  Expect meetings in May and June, dates to be determined.

Our next meeting in April 13, 7:15 pm.  We’d love to see you there.
Ken Goldberg

For Social Justice
