Social Justice Committee
March 9, 2010
Meeting Notes

The following was covered at the Social Justice Meeting.  Please review and offer corrections as needed.

1. The meeting started at 7:15 pm

2. Attendance:  Ken Goldberg, Nina Scarpa, Rohn Hein, Renee Jones, Tom Delaney, Linda Delaney, Susan Duncan, Libby Williams, Joy Wood, Karen Lawrence, and Felix Ullrich
3. Women’s Issues.  Renee presented on Women’s Issues.  The following decisions were made:
a. We will provide support for the Woodbury Shelter as discussed with WIR committee.  This support may expand to a similar shelter in Camden in the near future.
b. We will proceed with a Kiva program, and will facilitate it with the proceeds of the Kalkstein Fund, coordinating our efforts with the free standing church Kiva group and Womyn and Religion.  We will seek a meeting with representatives from those three groups prior to our next Social Justice Meeting.  Rohn Hein and Renée Jones will put together a small group to discuss KIVA with other members of the church who have set up a KIVA account, and to plan a simple program for arranging donations.
c. We will set Violence Against Women as the social justice, women’s issues priority.  Renée will research this with CASA and provide the group with ongoing information and action items.
d. Renee will disseminate ongoing information to the group and the church community as a whole. 

e. See note on split plate for women’s causes below.

4. Summer Services:  We will request three social justice summer services on Violence against Women, Transgender Issues, and Affordable Housing.

5. Transgender Issues:  Libby noted that there is a conference at the Mazzoni Center, which might prove a good place to communicate that we welcome transgender folks.  It was noted that many people attending that conference might live in Philadelphia, and would prefer a church there.  
6. Survey.  Rohn proposed a survey model, which will take the form of two focus groups, to be held in May and June, with results reported at the annual meeting.  Two models for the meetings were discussed. 
7. Website.  A reminder was given for all members of the social justice committee to submit, publication ready, items for the website.
8. Calendar/ongoing projects.
a. Although there was interest expressed for developing a Social Justice Calendar, no specific items were submitted.  We discussed creating the calendar, on our website, and simply adding items as they occur, as a first step in establishing it as a church wide tradition.

b. Linda proposed making the Children’s Home of Burlington County a priority project.  Nina suggested this would be a good project to involve the youth, and Rohn suggested it would be a good project to engage members living at Medford Lees.
c. Ken suggested developing a Social Justice UU of the Year Award, based on participation (by non-social justice committee members) social justice activities.

9. Split plates.  It was noted that communication on our planned split plate collection for the food pantry broke down, and did not take place.  We reviewed our policy and communication plan.  Since we have four more split plates, authorized by the Board of Trustees, for this fiscal year, we decided to hold them on the third Sunday of March, April, May and June.  The collections will be dedicated, respectively, to the food pantry, Hopeworks crib program, the Woodbury Shelter, and CASA.

10. Affordable Housing.  Rohn reviewed changes looming in affordable housing law, with a new administration, that the issue is a topic for both the New Jersey UU Legislative Ministry and the South Jersey Regional Coalition, two groups to which we belong.  There may be calls for participation at legislative hearings.

11. Peace Issues.  Joy announced several coming events, the non-proliferation treaty demonstration in NYC April 17, a demonstration against the war in Afghanistan in Washington, DC, on March 20, the Cuban Caravan, July 9, 
12. Adjournment.  Meeting Adjourned at 9:15 pm.

