Social Justice Committee
September 8, 2009
Meeting Notes

The following was covered at the Social Justice Meeting.  Please review and offer corrections as needed.

1.  Attendance:  Joy Wood, Phyllis Feller, Karen Lawrence, Renee Jones, Sue Camlin, Rohn Hein, Ken Goldberg, Lucie Lenore, Nina Scarpa, Tom Delaney, Felix Ullrich (cameo performance).
2. Marriage Equality.  Nina presented an action plan to support marriage equality.  The following was decided:
a. We will mobilize the congregation to volunteer to participate in one or both of the following activities, one or more times:

i. Volunteer Phone Bank in Collingswood, one evening, Wednesday or Thursday, 6:30 to 9:30 pm

ii. Writing letters to legislators
iii. Making phone calls to legislators

b. We will start this campaign immediately
c. We will set up a letter signing and volunteer table, the next several weeks, next to COW signups.

d. We will put inserts of personal testimonials from gay and lesbian couples of the congregation, into the order of service, with volunteer opportunities listed on the other side.
e. We will make appealing for help in a coming service.

f. We will solicit volunteers through the email system.

g. We will ask Rev. Mishra to blend in a statement of support for these activities in one of the services, soon.
h. We will also prepare a rapid mobilization team to attend legislative sessions when vote comes up for marriage equality bill.

i. We will seek the participation of the minister and other church members for religious based rallies, as they are called.
3. Peace/Anti-War

a. EWO exhibit to be held in Cooper River Park, September 12.  Committee members responded to an urgent call for additional volunteers.
b. The COW (cost of war not to be confused with community outreach weeks) banners will be displayed the weekend of September 25-27.  We will feature guest speaker, Peter Lems, from the American Friends Service Committee, on Friday evening, September 25, at 7:30 pm.  Pitch-in dessert will be served afterwards.
c. Plans will be made to expand on the feelings generated from these events for the purpose of organizing a broader peace effort.  The effort may focus on:
i. War in Afghanistan

ii. Nuclear proliferation

iii. Other Anti-War/Peace interests of an evolving group.

d. Joy Wood (who splits her time between New Jersey and Florida) agreed to take a leading role organizing these efforts until she goes to Florida.

4. We will send a team to the Social Justice Empowerment Cluster Workshop sponsored by JPD on November 14.  Representatives will include:

a. Ken Goldberg

b. Nina Scarpa

c. One Delaney to be named later

d. Renee Jones

e. It was not clear if there were others who had expressed interest.  If so, please let us know soon.

5. Main topics for next month’s agenda

a. Health Care (Lucie)

i. We will try to establish a plan to mobilize support for health care legislation.

ii. It was noted that New Jersey UU Legislative Ministry is actively involved in this plan, and that there is a meeting coming up on October 3 (Rohn, did I get that date right).
b. Woman’s issues (Renee)

i. It was proposed that the Social Justice Committee take up, as an area of interest, women’s issues, local and global.
6. Message from the minister
a. Rev. Mishra informed us that his next two, social justice services will cover animal rights and economic justice (the later for Thanksgiving involving a collection of food for the needy).

b. Based on that information, Social Justice will talk about the Cherry Hill Bank at the November meeting.
7. Website Coordinator
a. It was noted that we need to organize our approach to keeping the social justice part of the website up-to-date.  This is tabled to a future meeting. 

