Social Justice Committee
August 25, 2009

Meeting Notes

The following was covered at the Social Justice Meeting.  Please review and offer corrections as needed.

1.  Meeting time. It was left open when our regular meeting time would be.  Kathy will be contacted to identify competing meetings on different Tuesdays and Thursdays, before we decide on a time.

2. General Directions.  We discussed general directions for the Social Justice Committee to pursue.  The following three directions were identified.  They are:

a. Projects.  We need to sustain and increase the numbers of ongoing, institutionalized, concrete social justice projects, which become part of the UUCCH culture.  COW is a good example of a project that people expect and can participate in on a regular basis.  We want to ensure that members have regular opportunities to similar contribute their time.
b. Education.  We need to continue to educate ourselves regarding social justice needs, during Sunday service, and through other means.  In that vein, we discussed the need to seek a place for someone from Social Justice on the Worship Committee.  We are aware that Gail is currently on the worship committee.  Ken will seek membership on the worship committee as well.
c. Cooperative and coordinated efforts with other social justice and religious groups in the community.  South Jersey Regional Coalition and Urban Partnerships for Sustainability were given as examples of this type of effort.
3. Project reports.

a. COW.  COW is in process.  There will be new leadership for COW next year.  The new leaders of COW will be asked to join the Social Justice Committee with the hope of increasing the partnership between our two groups.

b. Marriage Equality.  It was noted that Marriage Equality is a pressing, urgent, and immediate issue.  The committee agreed that this should be our primary focus for the rest of the calendar year.  Nina was not present at the meeting.  We will look to her for leadership and direction on this effort, with a committee to devote our available committee and congregational resources to it at our first priority. 
c. NJ UU Legislative Ministry. It was mentioned that there is an important workshop for this group on October 3, 2009.

d. South Jersey Coalition.  There is an important meeting in Washington on September 3, 2009.
e. Camden Task Force.  The history of this group was reviewed, with the suggestion that, as a separate task force, its value appears to be coming to an end.  Unless someone comes forth with a strong vision about the need for a specific task force, and a desire to lead that effort, we will incorporate Camden efforts into the Social Justice Committee.
f. Peace/anti-war efforts.  We discussed the specifics of the Eyes Wide Open Exhibit planned for September 12, and the Cost of War Exhibit, at the church, approved by the board.  In a more general sense, we discussed whether or not we wanted, as a church-wide and ongoing effort, to renew our involvement in anti-war/peace activities.  We discussed the possibility of inviting a speaker, during COW, and/or organizing a meeting at the church to assess how much support was, in the congregation, for such efforts.

g. New Visions.  It was noted that our efforts have dwindled for New Visions, and that we should make some decisions regarding our relationship with that group,

h. Cherry Hill Food Bank.  Sue emphasized the need for both food and volunteer time.  We discussed the possibility of developing a strategy to increase church wide participation, to begin around the beginning of the next calendar year.

i. Transylvania.  This appears to be an ongoing and well organized program.  The details appear in order.  Sue sought general support from the committee and the congregation.  We are now looking at biannual visits to Transylvania.  Next year, the goal is to bring the minister and his wife to Cherry Hill.  Support will be needed for housing, transportation, and a general schedule of events.  The cost should be limited to airfare.  There has also been a request for a $1000 donation toward the purchase of a van for the Transylvania congregation.

j. IHOC.  Phyllis reviewed some of the legal difficulties which have occurred at IHOC.  It was noted that we did not participate in the homeless project last year.  It was proposed that we discontinue our involvement with the IHOC homeless project.  There were different opinions offered on this, and the issue was tabled to the next meeting.

k. Regional Partnership for Sustainability.  Nancy Ashton’s email regarding this group was shared.  There is an open meeting on September 21, a “field trip” of Camden, to which members are invited.

l. January Service.  We have a lay service scheduled for January.  Details are postponed to a subsequent meeting.

m. The question of health care was raised under the other business section of the meeting. It was noted that both the NJ UU Legislative Ministry and the South Jersey Regional Coalition agendas include that issue. 
4. Next meeting to be shortly determined.

