Social Justice Committee
December 8, 2009
Meeting Notes

Draft

The following was covered at the Social Justice Meeting.  Please review and offer corrections as needed.

1. The meeting started at 7:15 pm

2. Attendance:  Ken Goldberg, Joy Wood, Libby Williams, Renee Jones, Nina Scarpa, Phyllis Feller, Sue Camlin, Kim DeShayes.
3. Marriage Equality Update
a. It was noted that the church wide response to the call for help with Marriage Equality has been outstanding, better than we could have ever expected.
b. Approximately 20 members of our congregation were at the Senate Judiciary hearing on Monday, December 7.  A similar number appear willing to provide at least another day, helping in Trenton.
c. It was noted that Manish provided testimony to the Judiciary Committee
d. Efforts to organize church support will continue.

4. Website

a. It was noted that it is more urgent than ever that we learn how to manage the Social Justice section of the church website.

b. A variety of suggestions on how to use the website – specific information about actions sought, updates on social justice events, networking with other organizations – were noted.

c. Kim DeShayes and Nina Scarpa expressed an interest in getting trained by our website team on how to post and update on the website.

d. Ken Goldberg agreed to contact Larry Solow and Bill Abrams to seek help training our Social Justice Web team. 

5. January Service

a. We decided to title the service, “Social Justice as Spirituality.”

b. We discussed a number of readings and musical pieces, which could be included in the service.
c. Ken agreed to give the sermon for the service.

d. Nina agreed to do the Story for all Ages expanding on an anecdote Kim shared at the meeting.

e. We noted the need to operate within the guidelines created by Manish, for lay services.

f. It was noted that Ken is a member of the Worship Committee, satisfying the specific guideline of having a Worship Committee member involved in the service.

g. Ken agreed to create a Newsletter blurb for the service, which would include a specific quote by Desmond Tutu.

h. At the meeting, we were operating on the notion that our service date was January 31.  Subsequent to the meeting, we learned the date was actually January 17.
6. Transgender Issues

a. Libby Williams continued her presentation on transgender issues, highlighting that there were other groups – intersex and gender queer, for example – not mentioned in our Welcoming Resolution.  She noted further that there is a difference between sexual orientation and sexual identify.  She highlighted the degree of violence meted out against transgendered people, along with depression and suicide among them.

b. The Social Justice Committee voted unanimously to establish transgender issues as a Social Justice priority.

c. Among the issues we will consider are:

i. The welcoming resolution as it is written

ii. The need for programs for the congregation heightening awareness of transgender issue.

iii. Consideration for the Day of Remembrance, commemorating transgendered people who have been persecuted.

iv. Consideration of how we may convey to the transgendered community our desire to have its members come to the church.

7. IHOC
a. A brief update indicates that we are successfully participating in this project.

8. Camden Kids

a. The gifts for Camden Kids have been extremely successful, paying for all the gifts and realizing a profit as well.

9. Food Pantry

a. Noting the urgent need for food in our community, voted to contribute $1000 from the Social Justice Committee to the Cherry Hill Food Pantry.  The moneys will include the profits realized from the Camden Kids project with some additional funds from the Social Justice restricted fund.

10. Health Care/Women’s Issues

a. Renee noted the connection between health care and women’s issues, highlighting that the Sturpack Amendment is using women’s reproductive rights as a bargaining chip to pass health care reform.  Renee was supported in her efforts to keep the congregation informed and provide information to assist congregants in making their positions known.

b. Regarding general women’s issues, Renee indicated that conversations have been taking place intended to help define for Social Justice, in cooperation with Womyn and Religion, its women’s issues agenda

11. Peace Issues

a. Joy announced that the Peace on Earth postcard to President Obama would be sent out after this Sunday’s service. Congregants will continue to have an opportunity to include their messages to the president on the card.

b. We recognized that there has been a major decision regarding the conduct of the war in Afghanistan since the last Social Justice meeting.  We postponed any discussion about what positions or actions the Social Justice Committee may take in response.

12. Shared plate collection

a. It appears that we are not ready to do a shared plate collection this coming Sunday, as we suggested at the last Social Justice Committee meeting.

b. Ken agreed to contact Greg Newcomer (which, subsequent to the meeting, Ken decided to contact Rohn Hein instead, with Rohn making the contacts with Greg) to clarify our desire to reuse the shared plate concept (6 a year had previously been offered), and to use the next one to help support the Cherry Hill Food Pantry

13. Adjournment – Keeping to our commitment of time bound meetings, we ended at precisely 9:15 pm 

