Social Justice Committee
November 10, 2009
Meeting Notes

The following was covered at the Social Justice Meeting.  Please review and offer corrections as needed.

1. The meeting started at 7:15 pm

2. Attendance:  Ken Goldberg, Rohn Hein, Joy Wood, Linda Delaney, Renee Jones, Tom Delaney, Linda Delaney, Libby Williams, Phyllis Feller, Karen Lawrence, Kim DeShayes, Susan Duncan.
3. Marriage Equality Update
a. The need to not let up on the marriage equality effort was highlighted.  All existing efforts will continue.

b. It was noted that Diane Allen, a key legislator, was very ill.

c. We will send out a church wide email with a link that will help congregants more quickly identify the names of their representatives.

4. Projects

a. IHOC dinner is planned for December 8 and 9.  Sue and Linda are handling it.  Efforts will be made to bring in congregants not on the social justice committee, particularly young families.

b. The coat drive was successful.  It was noted that the number of coats collected was lighter than we hoped, primarily because of the last minute effort to put it together.  We will plan this further ahead next year.

c. Camden Kids Christmas gifts.  This project is on track. We’ll set up a table starting November 22. 
d. Transylvania Calendars are on sale
e. Thanksgiving service with collections for the food bank has been planned.

f. Consideration for “other projects” will be deferred until after the New Year.

5. Woman’s Issues

a. The Social Justice Committee confirmed its commitment to placing women’s rights issues on its agenda.

b. We became aware that there may be some differences in perspective on women’s rights issues between SJ and Womyn and Religion.

c. Nina will join Renee in meeting with others outside our commitment in developing this vital project.

6. COAH

a. It was noted that the affordable housing initiative will be facing a different political landscape with the recent elections.

b. The Social Justice Committee agreed to purchase five seats from its restricted fund ($375) for a fund raising dinner this coming Thursday.

7. Peace

a. We agreed to send holiday “Peace on Earth” cards to our national leaders.  Joy Wood will design the cards and they will be available to congregants December 6 and 13. Karen Lawrence will prepare a church wide announcement.
b. We discussed the possibility of using moneys from the David Kalkstein restricted funds for KIVA projects.  Knowing that there are others in the congregation involved in similar micro-financing efforts, we deferred this topic pending further information and further reflection.

8. Habitat for Humanity

a. This coming weekend, there is a habitat for humanity project in Gloucester County.

b. We talked about Habitat for Humanity becoming a more ongoing commitment by social justice and the church.

c. It was noted that in the past we had been involved in Habitat for Humanity in Camden, but that stopped because the program there stopped.  It may be something we can reconsider 
9. Transgender Issues

a. Libby Williams made a presentation about the omission of groups other than gays and lesbians, in our welcoming resolution.

b. We looked at the possibilities of

i. Upgrading the resolution

ii. Educating the congregation

c. We will address this in further depth at the next meeting.

10. Budget

a. Although tabled for the next meeting, it was reiterated that we need to create a budget and a plan for the use and replenishment of, social justice restricted funds

11. January Service

a. We agreed that it would be premature to make women’s rights the topic of our January service.

b. We generally agreed on a service focused on “Your Social Justice Committee,” addressing both the activities and the spiritual nature of social justice in our church.

c. A planning meeting among those interested in participating in the service will take place this Sunday after church.

12. Split collection plates

a. Although we have not done so this year, the Board of Trustees has given the Social Justice Committee authority to identify 6 Sundays during the year to split the collection plate with a worthy cause.

b. For December (supplementing the special Thanksgiving collection Rev. Mishra will be asking of the congregation), the Social Justice Committee will propose identifying December 13 as a split collection date, sharing the proceeds with the food bank.

c. Further recommendations on split collections will be addressed at the December social justice committee meeting.

13. Adjournment – Keeping to our commitment of time bound meetings, we ended at precisely 9:15 pm 

