Social Justice Committee
October 13, 2009
Meeting Notes

The following was covered at the Social Justice Meeting.  Please review and offer corrections as needed.

1. The meeting started at 7:15 pm

2.  Attendance:  Ken Goldberg, Rohn Hein, Joy Wood, Linda Delaney, Renee Jones, Sue Camlin, Michelle Mueller.  We also had a guest, Barbara Irving, who is not in the church but came when she heard we would be discussing Women’s Rights.
3. Woman’s Rights
a. Renee presented her recommendations for the Social Justice Committee to adopt Women’s Rights as a priority cause.  The notes of her presentation are attached to these minutes.

b. It was agreed that we will adopt Women’s Rights as a Social Justice priority.

c. It was agreed that we would work in a partnership with Womyn and Religion.

d. We discussed the possibility of using the January Social Justice service slot for this purpose.

e. Barbara Irving, our guest, provided information on global efforts for women’s rights.  Renee has incorporated her ideas in the attached notes. 

4. Health Care
a. Rohn Hein brought us up- to-date on the role of the UU New Jersey Legislative Ministry in supporting a national health care bill.

b. Rohn pointed out that, for several years, UUA has passed resolutions supportive national health care.

c. Rohn recommended, as an action, that, consistent with the UUA resolutions, we use our church-wide email system to call members of the congregation to action (contacting legislators), at critical times in the Congressional voting process.

5. Marriage Equality

a. Nina indicated that the bills we are supporting are Senate S1967 and Assembly 2978, both entitled, “Freedom of religion and equality in civil marriage act.”
b. We recommitted ourselves to continued efforts to support this legislation, through letters and phone calls, Garden State Equality Phone Bank, 
and the legislative brigade.

c. We agreed sending announcements out to the congregation to seek their continued support of this effort

d. Inadvertently (noting it was a very full and productive meeting), we forgot to bring up and make, as a formal committee endorsement, our shared request of the board, with Interweave, to pass a resolution supporting Marriage Equality.  Reviewing the emails that had already been sent, to Ken, in response to the proposal, there is overwhelming support, among those at the meeting, for this resolution.  Consequently, we sent the resolution on to the board.

6. Peace/Anti-War Efforts

a. We discussed the possibility of getting a speaker on Palestine for the weekend of November 14.  This is a failure iffy possibility. If the speaker does not come to our church, we will have information about where she is making her presentation.
b. There will be a peace rally in Philadelphia this coming weekend.  Joy Wood will seek participation from members of UUCCH.

c. It was recognized that, at this point, it is not clear how much energy there is in the church to pursue a peace/anti-war movement.  It was suggested that Joy speak with those who go to the peace rally to see what interest and leadership may be there.

7. Christmas and other projects

a. Linda Delaney voiced the importance of leading the congregation in small, concrete projects to help those in need.  We decided to divide the topic into pre and post Christmas activities, following on the holiday season now, with later consideration about ongoing projects.

b. We will have a winter coat collection.

c. We will elicit donations from the church to provide a book and a stuff animal for 80 school children in Camden.

d. It was announced that IHOC has been resurrected under the leadership of Sue Camlin and Linda Delaney.  We will seek new leaders for next year, from those who participate.

8. Budget

a. Rohn Hein led a discussion on the need to develop a budget for the Social Justice restricted funds.

b. We need to have plans for both using and replenishing the funds.
c. The notion of a Social Justice UU of the Year Award was mentioned in the context of the budget and “other projects” discussion. 

9. Transgender Issues

a. Concerns were noted that our welcoming congregation resolution does not make reference to Transgendered people.

b. Libby Williams brought this issue to our attention.  We will look to her for direction, and work with her on a resolution.
10. Webpage

a. Nina brought up the need for us to more actively manage the social justice section of the website.  She and Bobbie Keane will be meeting with Larry Solow to learn how this is done.

b. A social justice “webmaster,” is yet to be identified.

11. Services

a. The question of summer social justice services was noted but left open.  We will need to consider, later on, how much summer service time we may request.

b. Ken will continue discussions with The Church of the Restoration about a possible joint service.  Such service, if it occurs, will not be considered until the summer.

12. Food Bank

a. It was noted that Manish will have a food collection associated with the Thanksgiving service.

b. It was noted that we have at least three “food bank” efforts (considering the Cherry Hill food bank, the South Jersey food bank, and New Visions), and that we should have a meeting with the different parties involved in these efforts.

13.  We decided that, with the Social Justice Empowerment Cluster Workshop cancelled, we would not attend the alternative workshop, but wait until the spring for the full workshop.

14. The meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm

Women’s Rights Presentation

Attachment

PROJECT:   Discussion of women’s rights issues both in the U.S. and globally.   Decide which issues Womyn and Religion and Social Justice Committees can support in terms of economic and physical resources.

“The oppression of women worldwide is the human rights cause of our time.  And their liberation could help solve many of the world’s problems from poverty to child mortality to terrorism”.  The New York Times, August 23, 2009. www.nytimes.com Type The Women’s Crusade in the search box.

The following issues and facts were discussed with the Womyn and Religion Committee.

Global and National Issues:  need more women legislators especially in Washington/supporting women candidates;  domestic violence;  equal pay; reproductive rights;   sex trafficking;  the effects of war and rape on women and their children;  forced marriages of underage girls;  lack of access to education;  economic misery;  acid attacks; honor killings;  bride burnings;  mass rape;  microloans for women;  access to healthcare for women and girls;  access to education;  childbirth deaths;  infant mortality;  property rights.

Other Facts:

· Women in the US still only earn 78 cents for every dollar a man earns.

· Poverty in the US and worldwide significantly affects more women and children than men.

· The ERA still has not passed in the U.S.  Equal rights for women is not written into the US Constitution or Bill of Rights.

· Too few women in legislatures.  Need to get more women in Washington and State Governments.

· Domestic violence affects one in four women in the U.S. (8 states and some insurance companies consider DV a pre-existing condition).

· Women’s reproductive rights (Oklahoma law that posts information about women having abortions on a State website.)

· Aid works best when focused on health, education and microfinance and goes directly into the pockets of women.

· Aid is doubly successful when focused on women and girls.

· U.S. aid around the world is distributed to countries that have repressive policies against women and girls (including Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Afghanistan, China, Sub-Saharan Africa, Pakistan, India etc.)

· President Obama and Secretary Clinton have made a priority of human rights and women’s rights worldwide

· President Obama has established a new White House Council on Women and Girls.

· New State Department Office of Global Women’s issues.

Some Issues & Organizations to Support:   CASA/Domestic Violence;  Women for Women International/Women;  Women’s Shelters;  CARE;  Microfinance Organizations, Emily’s List, women candidates.
Involvement:  events;  philanthropy;  dinners; runs;  keeping abreast of legislative and world issues and getting out the vote to support women’s issues.

WOMYN AND RELIGION COMITTEE FEEDBACK

· Want to partner with the Social Justice Committee in supporting women’s rights issues.

· Would prefer to build on and expand partnerships already established and keeping people abreast of legislative updates.

· WIR have already decided to support a shelter in Woodbury NJ for pregnant and homeless young women:  with economic help, mentoring, clothes and blankets, skills training.

· WIR is already sponsoring and supporting CASA-NJ.  Fundraising event scheduled for 11/15.

· WIR are already heavily involved in the South Jersey Foodbank which is definitely a women and family issue.

· WIR already donate and support Microfinance organization in a small way.

Going forward WIR would like to work with SJ on the following issues:

· Women in poverty and teenage pregnancy:  Woodbury Shelter & Foodbank

· Domestic violence & sexual assault:  CASA-NJ and Woodbury Shelter

· Globally:  Microfinance & Women for Women International (women war survivors

· Promoting legislative issues that support women’s rights (healthcare reform, election for Governor of NJ).

INFORMATION ADDED POST-MEETING

ADDITIONAL ISSUES PRESENTED BY INVITED GUEST BARBARA LEVINE

· Health reform as it affects women and families.  National Women’s Law Center www.nwlc.org Call Senators and Reps to tell them we need health reform this year.  Toll free 1-877-264-HCAN. (added 10/19/09)

· CEDAW:  The Women’s Treaty that addresses the basic human rights of women.  The U.S. is the only industrialized county that has not ratified the treaty.  www.womenstreaty.org  www.feminist.org (added 10/19/09)

· Specifically helping Afghan women instead of all women in countries without equal rights or who are survivors of war.  Afghan Women’s Health Campaign including training midwives.  www.feministcampus.org (added 10/19/09)

INFORMATION SOURCES:  New York Times Article, The Women’s Crusade, National Organization for Women, Emily’s List,  The State Department Website and Secretary Clinton’s speeches, website of Women for Women International, Women Impacting Public Policy, Feminist Majority, The United Nations.
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