Social Justice Committee
January 12, 2010
Meeting Notes

The following was covered at the Social Justice Meeting.  Please review and offer corrections as needed.

1. The meeting started at 7:15 pm

2. Attendance:  Ken Goldberg, Joy Wood, Libby Williams, Nina Scarpa, Kim DeShayes, Rohn Hein, Tom Delaney, Linda Delaney, Karen Lawrence, Susan Duncan, Felix Ullrich
3. Marriage Equality Update
a. It was agreed that the congregation had been outstanding in its response to our call for help around Marriage Equality.  We will write a letter of appreciation to the congregation for its good work.
b. It was agreed that we would take a break on pursuing Marriage Equality, to focus on other social justice issues, while staying tuned to the actions of Garden State Equality and Lambda Legal 

4. January Service

a. Kim presented the Order of Service for next Sunday’s Social Justice Service.

b. Because of illness with some of the performers, Ken Ewan will be making changes to the music planned for the service.  He will communicate those changes directly to Kathy.

c. It was noted that the Chalice Lighting reading was changed from that of Desmond Tutu to Alice Paul to provide a woman’s voice.
d. Ken indicated that the sermon had been drafted.  Two members of the committee agreed to review it and critique it.

5. Website

a. It was announced that Kim, Nina, and Ken had now been trained in managing the Social Justice part of the website.  Information was shared regarding some of our capabilities.

b. It was agreed that the various individuals on the committee would take responsibility to review sections of the website and propose changes to it.

c. Our long term goal will be to create a dynamic social justice section, linking us to other organizations, providing an active calendar of events, and capable of announcing “breaking news,” and “calls for action.” 
6. Women’s Issues

a. We agreed that it was important to develop a good, coordinated effort with Womyn and Religion, to be successful pursuing Women’s Issues.

b. Since Renee was unable to attend the meeting, we postponed discussion of her proposals for the next meeting.

c. It was agreed that Kiva, with a focus on women’s projects, might be an ideal project for the Social Justice Committee.  Aware that there is an independent Kiva group in the congregation, that Womyn and Religion has supported Kiva, and that we have yet to decide on how to use the David Kalkstein funds, we agreed that we should give serious consideration to a Social Justice Kiva project.

7. Transgender Issues 

a. Having established transgender issues as a priority the last meeting, we agreed to take the following actions.

b. We will explore UUA recommendations on addressing transgender issues.

c. We will look to conducting a summer service on transgender issues.

d. We will plan to include the Day of Remembrance as an activity next November.

e. It was noted there may be a transgender minister in a nearby UU congregation.  We will explore ways to make contact with that person.

8. Philadelphia Voice of Pride. 

a. Ken Ewan had suggested a joint project between Social Justice and the Music Committees to have a concert with this group.  We will seek more details from Ken on this project and discuss it by email before the next meeting.

9. The Social Justice Committee voted unanimously to establish transgender issues as a Social Justice priority.

a. Among the issues we will consider are:

i. The welcoming resolution as it is written

ii. The need for programs for the congregation heightening awareness of transgender issue.

iii. Consideration for the Day of Remembrance, commemorating transgendered people who have been persecuted.

iv. Consideration of how we may convey to the transgendered community our desire to have its members come to the church.

10. Health Care
a. It was noted that health care legislation is in its final stages.  Concern was expressed that the bill has been watered down.
b. Social Justice Committee members were encouraged to contact their representatives in Congress.

11. New Jersey Legislative Ministry/South Jersey Regional Coalition

a. Rohn Hein noted important meetings coming up for each of these groups:  The regional coalition on Jan 24, the Legislative Ministry on Jan 30.  

b. Efforts will be made to send a carload of people to each meeting.  Efforts will also be made to engage members of the congregation, outside the Social Justice Committee.

12.  Transylvania/Cherry Hill Food Pantry

a. Sue Camlin, who was not present, send a message seeking support for the Transylvania dinner, February 6, and the CH Food fundraiser, April 17.

b. Sue noted that we need to find a new publicity person.

13. Split Plate

a. It was agreed that we would seek another split plate collection, the second Sunday service in February, for the Food Pantry, noting that it is urgently in need of funds.

b. At the February meeting, we will consider other organizations, possibly Hopeworks, to be the recipient of out split plate collection.
14. Adjournment – Keeping to our commitment of time bound meetings, we ended at precisely 9:15 pm 

