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	Greetings!

Some things are a shame. They are a claim on my conscience as a Unitarian Universalist. 
 
It is a shame that the three Unitarian Universalist churches in Greater New Orleans still need funds to restore their buildings.  A shame on us -- as members of their extended family of faith. 
 
Please watch this video. It's only seven minutes long. Then please join me: DONATE NOW.
 
Give as much as you possibly can. Then forward this email to more UUs, whether they have been to New Orleans or not (there is a convenient link at the bottom).
 
I have been to New Orleans five times in the last five years - three times with youth volunteers. We've all grown spiritually from seeing the resilience of that community. Our fellow UUs there are remarkable allies of justice and renewal. Many have struggled to rebuild their own homes. They have done as much as they can. They are congregations that have gone through trauma.  
 
All three UU congregations lost membership after Katrina. The UUA helped them to re-gather. We helped with ministry. But we put most of our relief funds into organizing poor communities. We did not help the Greater New Orleans UUs rebuild their churches. We need to do that now. 
We need to DONATE NOW.
 
It's been nearly five years since Katrina. Other families of faith - dioceses and conferences and presbyteries - have helped their co-religionists to rebuild. But we UUs are very congregational. 
 
Since the financial crisis, it has been futile, frankly, to ask most of our congregations to do official appeals "for someone else's church." That's why this one has to go out person-to-person.
 
So DONATE NOW. Then share this message to other UUs. Ask your friends to watch the video. 
 
If the US did not have New Orleans, we would have to reinvent it - culturally and economically. It's a vital, but much exploited, city. Unitarian Universalism has been there since 1833. 
 
It would be a shame to let the flame of liberal faith be drowned down in the New Orleans area. But without our help, it is just sputtering along. DONATE NOW. And spread the word.
 
With our help the North Shore UU Church can pay off its mortgage and have ministry again. With our help Community Church of New Orleans can rebuild its now leveled building. With our help the beautiful building at First UU Church of New Orleans can be fully restored.The Center for Ethical Living and Social Justice Renewal sponsored by all three can expand. 
 
You can make it a one-time or recurring, sustaining donation. Whether it's $5, $50, $500, or $5,000, DONATE NOW. 
 
Let's be proud, not ashamed, of what we as an extended family of faith have done to help them. 

Yours in shared faith,
John Buehrens
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