Starting this week, millions of Americans will receive their 2010 U.S. Census forms.  Though this email is geared toward LGBT members of Garden State Equality - the Census has always undercounted LGBT Americans - our organization's many straight members may want to forward this email to LGBT family, friends and colleagues.  
For the first time in U.S. Census history, a same-sex couple living in the same household will be able to check off the category of their relationship as they themselves define it - not how government or the law defines it.   
Simply put, the U.S. Census encourages you, if you're a same-sex couple living together, to identify yourselves as you view your relationship.  
 
If you are a same-sex couple living together, this means you have two options:  Check off "married" or "unmarried partners."  If you are a same-sex couple living together, do not check off "single" under any circumstances.  The days of having to check off that indignity on the Census are gone, thanks to the Obama Administration.
 
The U.S. Census is not offering advice to same-sex couples living together as to which box, "married" or "unmarried partners," to check off.  Both categories will allow you to be counted as a same-sex couple.  This is important to estimates of the LGBT population in America, which in turn can have a significant impact on how programs are funded and on how politicians view the size strength of our community as they consider public policies.
 
That's why it's vital for all of us to participate in the Census and to return our forms promptly.
 
If you are a same-sex couple living together and you consider yourselves married, check off "married."  Perhaps you are legally married in a jurisdiction outside New Jersey that allows same-sex couples to marry.  Perhaps you are civil unioned or domestic partnered in New Jersey or another state.  Perhaps you have not taken any of those steps yet, waiting for New Jersey to enact marriage equality, but nonetheless are a same-sex couple living together.  If you consider yourselves married, check off "married."
 
Please note:  Garden State Equality does not blur the difference between New Jersey's monstrously failed civil union law - a law which stigmatizes children of same-sex couples and a law which many hospitals and employers don't recognize - and real marriage equality.  But the U.S. Census' new policy is all about self-identification.  If you consider yourselves married, check off "married."  If you and your partner living together are head over heels in love but for whatever reason you're not comfortable checking off "married," check off "unmarried partner."
 
But again, whatever you do, do not check off "single."
 
Where the U.S. Census still fails LGBT people miserably is that there is no question asking a respondent if he or she is a member of the LGBT community. Perhaps some would rather not answer that question, but there's not even the option.  This means single LGBT people will not be counted as LGBT in the Census.  This will grossly underestimate the size of the LGBT community, and can affect how some politicians perceive the community.  
 
As our friends at the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force explain on their website www.QueerTheCensus.org:
 
"One, questions on the census take years to advocate for, and must be funded by the passage of legislation through Congress.  We are just emerging from the anti-LGBT years of the Bush administration, when this was impossible.  Two, there are only 5 questions on the 2010 census. They are big, general questions that give over-arching demographic information about every single household in the U.S.  They pertain to:  Age, Sex, Race/Ethnicity, Relationship and whether you rent or own your home."
 
If you are transgender, the U.S. Census' new policy of self-identification means you can check off the gender that you believe fits your gender identity or expression, no matter the stage of your gender transition.  Garden State Equality, a national leader in transgender equality, celebrates this great advancement.
 
If you identify or express yourself as a new gender and have the same spouse as when you were of your former gender, of course you can identify yourself as married.
 
If you'd like further information, the best and most conscise Census fact sheet we've seen for LGBT people is from UCLA's Williams Insitute on sexual orientation law and public policy at www.law.ucla.edu/williamsinstitute/pdf/CENSUS%202010%20LGBT%20BASICS.pdf
 
If you have any questions about the 2010 U.S. Census, please email them to us at Census@GardenStateEquality.org or call Garden State Equality's Montclair headquarters at (973) GSE-LGBT.  Include your name, hometown and cell phone number.  If we can't answer your questions, we will forward them onto LGBT experts at the U.S. Census.
 
Thanks from all of us at Garden State Equality.  Please feel free to forward this email to your family, friends and list servs.
 
 
 

