Social Justice Committee
February 9, 2010
Meeting Notes

The following was covered at the Social Justice Meeting.  Please review and offer corrections as needed.

1. The meeting started at 7:15 pm

2. Attendance:  Ken Goldberg, Rohn Hein, Tom Delaney, Linda Delaney, Felix Ullrich, Sue Camlin, Kay Smith

3. Prior to the meeting, several committee members indicated they could not come because of the inclement weather.  Because of this, we had a more casual meeting, not necessarily following the published agenda.
4. Women’s Issues.  A formal presentation of women’s issues was delayed because of Renee’s absence.  It was noted that Womyn and Religion has initiated a project, working in a women’s and children’s shelter.  It was also noted that Womyn and Religion is involved in micro financing, that there is a separate, more unstructured group in the church doing micro financing, and that this is a project where social justice could become involved.  Mae Kalkstein has indicated her support for using money from the Kalkstein Fund to support that project (although she has also expressed a general support for whatever decisions the Social Justice Committee may make).  It was also noted that, beyond specific projects, Renee has expressed an interest in addressing women’s issues from a broader perspective.  We will await her presentation before taking any action.

5. Transgender Issues.  Since the last meeting, we have discussed transgender issues with Rev. Mishra.  It was noted that he is the author of the UUA’s policy on transgender issues.  Rev. Mishra is proposing to address transgender issues from the pulpit on Sunday the week before The Day of Remembrance.  This would set the stage for a church activity on that day.  Further discussions about transgender education for the congregation, with possible transgendered speakers, will be addressed later.  We noted that there are some concerns among the transgendered community that we protect their privacy as we proceed toward this goal. 
6. Survey.  Rohn Hein indicated that the Board of Trustees has asked that the Social Justice Committee conduct a survey to assess the congregation’s social justice priorities, with the goal of establishing up to two, major church wide social justice priorities.  Amelia Kressler has offered to assist Rohn Hein in developing this survey.  There was some controversy and differing opinions expressed, regarding whether or not we should do this survey. Ken offered to meet with the board or the executive committee to get further clarification of the board’s desires.  Rohn said he could provide more specific details on a proposed survey, for the committee’s further consideration.
7. Website.  Ken indicated that Nina, Kim and he are developing guidelines for website submissions.  With Nina and Kim not present, the full discussion was tabled.  However, as a brief guideline, Ken indicated that members of the social justice committee should feel free to submit updates to the website.  Those updates should be in publication ready condition, as much as possible, and as attached files.  All web submissions should be sent simultaneously to Kim, Nina and Ken (use kennethgoldberg@comcast.net,nina_scarpa@verizon.net,kmd1212@comcast.net as the recipients. Feel free to submit videos and pictures as well (although keep in mind that, although we think we know how to post them, we have not done it yet – be patient with any delays in posting).
8. Green Sanctuary/Environmental Justice.  Linda submitted updates for the website in the green sanctuary/environmental justice area.  Kay attended the meeting for the first time, as a representative of green sanctuary.  We talked about how social justice could be helpful in promoting our green and environmental agendas.

9. Concrete projects.  Linda reminded us that, earlier in the year, we had talked about developing a schedule of year round projects, which the congregation could get involved with.  We noted that there are already numbers of projects taking place, both one shot and ongoing, that occur at different times during the year.  We noted the desirability of posting a unified calendar of social justice projects to be posted on the Social Justice website, along with an organized effort to promote those activities.  Rather than limit notifications of such activities to isolated church wide emails and newsletter articles, we would link those announcements to our calendar on the website.  Linda will begin collecting a listing of such activities from members of the congregation.

10. Transylvania.  The minister from Transylvania will be coming to our church April 12 through 26, as long as the visa comes through.  We will need church wide participation to take the minister and his family on tours of the area.

11. International Dinner.  Sue made a call for help. She needs hosts for the tables.  She needs people to help send invitations to other social justice and community leaders outside the congregation.

12. Adjournment.  Meeting Adjourned at 8:45 pm.

